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merriment and keen social satirist as to make it
temperate to say that his present estate as play-
wright shows him in his ripest ability.

Great Catherine

This is another of the sportive trifles in which
our author rewrites history. Its date is 1913,
the same year as " Pygmalion." It is frank
burlesque, extravaganza that yet contains the
smile of the mind. That Catherine of Russia was
anything like the representation of her in this
one-act piece, can never be settled, since it is ex-
actly a person behind the public scene of tradi-
tional report who is pictured. Nor have we the
interpretive benefit of the usual introduction.
But it would be a mistake to consider too curi-
ously in the case of a jeu d'esprit which the
author describes as " a harmless piece of tom-
foolery." It is one of those bits of stage fun
which this serious-minded writer permits himself,
now and again, perhaps primarily for his own
relief, and while its tendency to suggest the un-
conventional values and contours of historical
characters is undoubtedly an element in Shaw's himself and no other.
